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Joint press release 

European food aid: associations welcome announcements that there is a major step 
forward in tackling the social crisis 

 

Our associations, fully mobilised for years to defend the Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived 
(FEAD), an irreplaceable instrument in the fight against poverty in Europe, have been heard by the 
European Union and the Government. 

The announcements made on 3 November make it possible to safeguard a food aid policy for the 
next seven years at  European level and to allocate more resources in France than the previous 
budget, whereas just a few months ago there was a threat of a drastic reduction of these funds. The 
European Recovery Plan, which will support this structural policy, is also a beneficial response that 
we have been calling for. 

Representing one third of the food aid delivered in France, FEAD has demonstrated, particularly in 
recent months, how irreplaceable it is. The hundreds of thousands of volunteers in our associations 
have been able to make it live with seriousness and efficiency to help the most deprived people.  

From now on, it is up to the Government to mobilise all the necessary means to ensure that this next 
food aid programme is adapted and simplified in its implementation, with the possibility to offer a 
greater diversity in the quality of food products to the most deprived people. 

However, the needs are constantly increasing as new social categories, unaffected until now, fall into 
precariousness. Hundreds of thousands of people have gone from a critical to a catastrophic 
situation. The social crisis we are facing will be long and difficult. This new financial support is an 
essential first response, that will need to be reinforced. The associations will need the support and 
generosity of all to continue facing the worsening of precariousness and poverty in the coming 
months and to continue their actions to support people towards autonomy.  

 


